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Hoeven, John Cornyn, Lindsey Gra-
ham.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 54.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Clifton L.
Corker, of Tennessee, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Tennessee.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Clifton L. Corker, of Tennessee, to
be United States District Judge for the East-
ern District of Tennessee.

Mitch McConnell, Roger F. Wicker, Pat
Roberts, Chuck Grassley, John Cornyn,
Tom Cotton, David Perdue, Ron John-
son, Joni Ernst, Mike Braun, Martha
McSally, John Boozman, Richard Burr,
Lindsey Graham, Shelley Moore Cap-
ito, Johnny Isakson, Thom Tillis.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 175.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will read the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Lynda Blan-
chard, of Alabama, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
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the United States of America to the
Republic of Slovenia.
CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Lynda Blanchard, of Alabama, to
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Slovenia.

Mitch McConnell, Ron Johnson, Steve
Daines, John Kennedy, James E. Risch,
Roy Blunt, Thom Tillis, Cory Gardner,
Johnny Isakson, Pat Roberts, John
Thune, John Hoeven, Tim Scott, Mike
Crapo, John Cornyn, John Barrasso,
Bill Cassidy.

———
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.
The motion was agreed to.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 183.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
question is on agreeing to the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Donald R.
Tapia, of Arizona, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to Ja-
maica.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the
clerk to read the motion.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Donald R. Tapia, of Arizona, to be
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to Jamaica.

Mitch McConnell, Martha McSally, Pat
Roberts, Mike Crapo, James E. Risch,
John Barrasso, Tom Cotton, Roger F.
Wicker, John Cornyn, Jerry Moran,
Shelley Moore Capito, Deb Fischer,
Cindy Hyde-Smith, Richard Burr,
Thom Tillis, John Boozman, Chuck
Grassley.
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Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the mandatory quorum
calls for the cloture motions be waived.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Texas.

BORDER SECURITY

Mr. CRUZ. Mr. President, I rise to
address one of the most pressing crises
the American people are facing today.
Our refusal to address the border crisis
is inexcusable.

Right now, Texas and other border
States are being overwhelmed by thou-
sands upon thousands of illegal immi-
grants who are flooding into small
communities monthly. The inaction of
the U.S. Congress leaves these commu-
nities responsible for paying for where
these illegal immigrants will stay, for
how they will receive medical care, and
for where they will go when they are
released.

From Brownsville to McAllen, to La-
redo to Eagle Pass, to Del Rio, to El
Paso, and beyond, Texas communities
are at their breaking point in terms of
resources and manpower in dealing
with this crisis. I am hearing from
elected officials throughout South
Texas—Democrats and Republicans—
that the crisis has reached a breaking
point.

Our hard-working Border Patrol
agents are also struggling with the
enormous influx of illegal immigrants.
It has been reported that there are now
more illegal immigrants in custody
than Border Patrol agents on the
southern border and thousands more
being apprehended daily.

Since last October, over half a mil-
lion illegal immigrants have been ap-
prehended at our southern border,
many of them having traveled through
Mexico from El1 Salvador, Honduras,
and Guatemala. Over 200,000 of these il-
legal immigrants were single adults,
and over 56,000 of them were unaccom-
panied children.

During this time, the Border Patrol
also apprehended nearly 700 gang mem-
bers trying to illegally enter the
United States. In the month of May
alone, the Border Patrol apprehended
over 144,000 people coming through the
southern border—144,000 in a single
month. If that pace were to continue
for a year, we would be looking at
nearly 2 million apprehensions in just 1
year. That is a staggering number of il-
legal immigrants for Texas and other
border States to take in.

Instead of acknowledging that this
crisis exists, instead of doing the re-
sponsible thing and taking action, con-
gressional Democrats instead have
stubbornly clung to open-border fan-
tasies. Speaker PELOSI has called the
hundreds of thousands of illegal immi-
grants coming through our border a
“manufactured crisis.”” Some of our
colleagues on the Presidential trail
have called it a ‘‘fake crisis” and
“fearmongering of the worst kind’’ or
have said that climate change is a
more serious crisis. All I can tell them
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